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Abstract

The right to food is one of the most basic rights of all. Yet, after steadily declining for over a decade, global hunger is on the rise again, affecting 815 million people in 2016, or 11 per cent of the global population, according the latest edition of the annual United Nations report on world food security and nutrition released 15 September 2017. Climate change remains one of the principal drivers, leading as it does, to changes in seasons and rainfall patterns, as well as to an increase in droughts and floods. The impacts of climate change on food and nutrition security are exacerbating existing inequalities in access to resources, especially for women who, in contexts like Uganda’s, are primarily responsible for food production and for feeding families.  Forests play critical ecological roles – from helping to mitigate climate change, to providing food and livelihoods for people around the globe, among others. Yet the rate at which our lands are being stripped of forest cover is alarming, as the forests are being converted for agriculture, settlement and urbanization uses.  Deforestation has, for example, already seen Uganda's 5 million hectares of forest in 1990 dwindle to less than 3.5 million by 2017. The knock-on effect are catastrophic, contributing to and exacerbating soil degradation, erratic rainfalls and declining food security. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Food insecurity has been worsened by armed conflicts. Thirty million people in more than 60 countries were displaced or had their livelihoods destroyed by conflict every year in the 1990s (WFP 2004). In Northern Uganda, the 20-year armed conflict  reduced the availability, access, and utilization of food. It also led to poverty and high infant mortality. One of the worst consequences has been the emergence of the nutrition-related Nodding Disease Syndrome. Nodding disease is a mysterious ailment characterized by seizures, nodding of the head, mental retardation and stunting, which affects thousands of children in the region. With the agriculture sector coming under substantial stress from a combination of climate change and armed conflicts, these impacts have been felt more acutely by women who play vital roles in ensuring food security and enhancing agricultural productivity. 

In this paper, I share our experience with some major alternative innovative strategies we came up with to minimize the consequences of food shortages and improve household food security emerging from the double challenges of armed conflict and climate change. The strategies include: innovative technologies, Biotechnology advocacy, changes in the dietary consumption behaviour, promotion of nutrition education, improving effective access to productive resources, networking people into associations and groups, and promoting environmental governance.  In this vein, the paper also highlights the actions we’ve undertaken to promote participation, accountability, transparency, and rule of law, while highlighting the inclusion of the mass poor and vulnerable, especially the women who often have specific needs associated with agricultural production and food security. We share on the policies we’ve helped to design to address these needs, including the gender-sensitive policies to include more women in the political process at different levels. Introduction of Biotechnology bill. We also share on the role of governance and women political leadership in promoting environment, women and food security.  Political, organizational, mobilization, lobbying, and other critical skills required for successful campaigns to mitigate armed conflicts and climate change impacts with respect to women and food security are also highlighted.
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